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OFFICE OF SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 
JUN 19 1990 
 
Mr. Kenneth T. Bowman 
Assistant Counsel 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Resources 
1303 Highland Building 
121 S. Highland Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  15206-3988 
 
Dear Mr. Bowman: 
 
I am writing in regard to your June 5, 1990 letter which 
requests an interpretation of the exclusion for lime stabilized 
waste pickle liquor derived from the iron and steel industry at 40 
CFR 261.3 (c)(2)(ii)(A)  (referred to hereafter as the K062 
exemption). 
 
As we discussed in our May 31, 1990 telephone conversation, 
the K062 exemption only applies to K062 waste generated by the iron 
and steel industry, and not to commercial hazardous waste treatment 
facilities.  This interpretation was made clear in the May 28, 1986 
final rule (see 51 FR 19320).  Any lime stabilized K062 sludge 
which continues to exhibit a characteristic fails to meet the 40 
CFR 261.3(c)(2)(ii)(A) requirement for exemption.  Therefore, 
stabilized K062 wastes that continue to exhibit a characteristic 
remain hazardous, and must continue to be handled as the listed 
K062 hazardous wastes. 
 
In your letter, you also request information on the November 
1986 final exclusions granted to two commercial hazardous waste 
treatment companies, Tricil Environmental and the Envirite 
Corporation.  Both companies were granted exclusions for residues 
generated from the treatment of K062 wastes.  The K062 exemption 
did not apply to these situations because Tricil and Envirite are 
commercial hazardous treatment facilities, and not iron and steel 
manufacturers.  This interpretation is based on the May 28, 1986 
final rule. 
 



 RO 11526 

We currently have four petitions under review which are 
specifically requesting the exclusion of non-lime stabilized K062 
wastes; none of these facilities is a commercial hazardous waste 
treatment facility.  We are also reviewing a draft sampling and  
analysis plan for an electroplating facility which generates 
Leachate from closed surface impoundments containing K062 wastes. 
In addition, we proposed decisions for non lime-stabilized K062 
waste petitions for Perox, Inc., and Bethlehem Steel Corporation, 
on January 12, 1989 (54 FR 1189) and July 31, 1989 (54 FR 31548), 
respectively. 
 
Finally, we recently received a petition from Mill Service, 
Pittsburgh, PA, requesting the exclusion of filter cake generated 
from the treatment of hazardous waste leachate.  The waste codes 
given for the listed waste did not include K062.  In the petition, 
however, Mill Service noted that the facility currently accepts 
untreated K062 wastes, and performs lime stabilization of the K062 
waste on-site.  The lime-stabilized K062 waste is then managed as 
a non-hazardous waste, per Mill Service's interpretation of the 
K062 exemption at 40 CFR 261.3 (c)(2)(ii)(A).  Based on our 
understanding of the K062 exemption, it is unclear to us how Mill 
Service qualifies. 
 
If you wish to pursue the Agency's interpretation of the K062 
exemption, please contact Mr. John Austin at (202) 382-4787. 
Should you have any questions or require any additional information 
regarding delisting, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 
475-9828. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document signed 
 
Linda R. Cessar 
Variances Section 
 
 
cc:  Robert Kayser, EPA HQ 
     Lee Tyner, EPA HQ 
     Ed Abrams, EPA HQ 
     John Austin, EPA HQ 
     David Friedman, EPA Region III 
 


