Contract Announcement Mercury Language for New Jersey's 2003 Contract T-0192: Lamps, Incandescent, HID, Fluorescent, Including Low Mercury

New Jersey used the following language to inform contract users regarding mercury in lamps. The full contract announcement is at http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/purchase/noa/contracts/t0192.shtml. 

When lamps break or are landfilled or incinerated with solid waste, mercury is released to our air and water, increasing the risk of exposure to humans and wildlife that eat contaminated fish. The US Environmental Protection Agency and Food and Drug Administration have warned children and women of childbearing age in all 50 states not to eat species of fish known to be contaminated with mercury.

"Low mercury" fluorescent tubes, offered by all of the major lighting manufacturers, are rated by manufacturers to last as long as "full dose mercury" lamps.

It is illegal to dispose of most end of life fluorescent and HID lamps in the trash.

All broken mercury containing lamps are hazardous waste, and must be disposed of properly.

Recommendations for lamp requesters:

In accordance with the recommendations of the New Jersey mercury pollution task force, a stakeholder group convened by the Department Of Environmental Protection, the Purchase Bureau urges state agencies and agencies and departments using this contract under cooperative purchasing agreements to:

Purchase "low-mercury" fluorescent tubes, compact fluorescent, and high-pressure sodium lamps.
