Note: The following text is extracted from a document entitled, “Best Environmental Practice for Specification and Procurement of Timber,” written by The Environment Agency, of The United Kingdom. This text was published in September 2001 to provide buyers with advice on identifying  timber from sustainably managed sources.

Having dealt with the reduce/re-use/recycle issue it is necessary to determine which of the following two conditions apply to the requirement for timber:

Category 1:
Timber required for projects where the timber species is not critical,

                        e.g. the specification is limited to “softwood” or “hardwood”.

Category 2:
Timber required for projects where timber type is critical (e.g. TRADA durability grade “very durable”) or where very large volumes of timber are required and especially where timber is a conspicuous component of the project (e.g .timber footbridge).

CATEGORY 1 REQUIREMENTS

It is likely that this timber requirement will be met from a sustainably managed source. However, it is essential that the timber is the subject of an independent third party certification and labelling scheme with a robust chain of custody mechanism.  The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) scheme meets the UK Government’s requirements and at this time no other scheme is known to be equivalent (See Appendix A).

The following specification should therefore be used:

“Timber must carry the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) trademark or other label from an equivalent internationally recognised, globally applicable, independent certification scheme for good forest management.”

There are currently three main sources of FSC certified timber in the UK:

1.  Timber Merchants listed on the FSC website (See Appendix B).

2.  Timber retailers who are members of the WWF 1995+ Group. (See Appendix A)

3. The UK Woodland Assurance Scheme (UKWAS) sets out the requirements that forest owners and certifiers can use to assure good forest management practice.  The UKWAS standards were endorsed by the FSC in 1999 and wood certified as meeting the UKWAS standards, by an FSC-accredited body, can bear the FSC label.

CERTIFICATION or WHAT TO  LOOK FOR

Individual pieces of timber may or may not physically carry the FSC trademark but  to be certain that FSC timber really has been supplied:- 

1. Potential suppliers should quote the FSC forest identification number and  certificate number for their sources. e.g. Dartington Home Woods has FSC  Forest ID number 13, and certificate codes SA 1002 and SA 1013.

2. In all cases the quotation and invoice of the supplier should clearly state that they are for FSC timber. 

3. They should also give a code number that refers to the chain of custody certificate     number. e.g. SA-COC-1022  or  SGS-COC-0755/6525/0184. 

4. If your quotation and invoice does not give a code number ask your supplier to    provide the relevant information.

5. If you are in any doubt contact the FSC UK office directly (see Appendix D).

If verified as bona fide FSC timber then you can have confidence that the source of the timber has been subjected to an environmentally credible, and fully international, forest certification system. 

CATEGORY 2 REQUIREMENTS

For timber requirements of this type the FSC scheme is still appropriate (see Category 1) but may impose certain limitations.

The range of very durable timber species available with FSC certification does not yet include some well known species such as Greenheart and Ekki. Therefore lesser known very durable species which are available with FSC certification should be carefully evaluated and considered as alternatives (see Appendix E).

In addition to a limited choice of species, the very durable construction timbers with FSC certification may be subject to limitations in terms of volume, size of timbers and timescales for harvesting and shipment.The project manager / timber specifier should make arrangements for certified timber at the earliest possible stage of a project, which could be as much as 18 months before the timber is needed.

The planning and research that may be required to purchase sustainably managed timber could encourage the use of timber substitutes. However such alternative materials as recycled plastic, timber and  concrete all involve substantial environmental impacts including the use of non-renewable resources, quarrying, long distance transportation and high energy use during manufacture. The sustainable nature of well managed forests or plantations should be fully considered and appropriate advice sought from the Business Improvement Team before a decision is made to utilise timber substitutes

