COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
OPERATIONAL SERVICES DIVISION JOHN McCORMACK STATE OFFICE BUILDING ONE ASHBURTON PLACE, ROOM 1017 BOSTON, MA 02108-1552
REQUEST FOR RESPONSE (RFR)
RFR FAC17
FOR
WATER TREATMENT CHEMICALS
Contact Person: Kristal Doherty, Procurement Team Leader - Facilities Telephone #: 617-720-3128 Fax #: 617-727-4527 E-mail: Kristal.Doherty@osd.state.ma.us 
Products Covered in the Following Excerpts:

1) pool chemicals 



 

2) pool ionization equipment and supplies 

3) boiler plant chemicals 

4) waste water treatment chemicals

5) drinking water chemicals

EXCERPTS:

Environmentally Preferable Products and Services

The department and contractor(s) may negotiate during the contract term to permit the substitution or addition of Environmentally Preferable Products (EPPs) and/or new EP technologies when such products or technologies are approved for use by the appropriate federal and state Departments of Health and/or other relevant Boards of Certification (e.g. NSF) and become available at a competitive cost and satisfy the department’s performance. Unless otherwise specified in the RFR, during evaluation of responses, an EPP may be considered best value even when the price is greater than that of a non-EPP (recommended not to exceed 10% in price). Bidders are encouraged to submit information to identify any and all environmental attributes of the product or services being procured, even when such attributes are not being required. 

E. Desirable Specifications:

All items listed below are considered desirable options. Bidders who offer any item listed below must state such in their response and must provide a full description or any supporting documentation. Bidders may be awarded points during the evaluation for any desirables offered, as determined by the PMT. Points will be given to Bidders who:

1. Offer environmentally preferable alternatives that represent less toxic products and/or water treatment systems. To receive points, bidders must submit detailed information on items being offered which meet this criteria. 

2. Develop a price list exclusively for the Commonwealth of MA. To receive points, bidders must submit a price list with their response which is user-friendly and aids purchasing departments in using the contract. 

3. Offer the most informative and useful training programs at the lowest cost (if any) to the Commonwealth. To receive points, bidders must submit a detailed list (with explanations) of any training programs offered and cost (if any) associated with each training. 

4. Have over-the-counter locations within Massachusetts where eligible entities may purchase items. To receive points, bidders must submit a list of locations with addresses and phone numbers on Attachment A. 

5. Have a toll-free number for ordering (this number should be listed on Attachment A). 

6. Offer beneficial innovations or patents which are exclusive to their company. To receive points, bidders must submit a detailed description of the product or technology and an explanation of why it will benefit the Commonwealth 

7. Have a Web site and additional points will be given for sites with ordering capabilities. To receive points, bidders must submit their Web site address and a statement that the bidder agrees to maintain the site throughout the life of the contract. 

8. Offer Volume and Prompt Pay discounts. Any such discounts must be specified in the bidder’s response. 

9. Have successfully held contracts of a similar type and magnitude and have a history of good performance. The PMT will contact references from the Business Reference Form (Attachment C), which the bidder is required to submit, to determine past performance. Attachment C is a mandatory requirement, points will be awarded based on the quality of the references given regarding past performance/ability. 

10. Develop ways of fostering new business with Minority and Women-owned businesses. For further explanation of this criteria, please refer to the General Information section of this RFR titled Affirmative Market Program. 

11. Agree to deliver goods in less than five days. To be awarded points, bidders must specify the number of days required for delivery on Attachment A - Bidders Response Sheet. 

12. Supply containers (55 gallon drums, cylinders, etc.) at no charge. 

13. Points will be given to bidders who include chemical treatment services in the cost of the chemicals and not at an additional cost to the Commonwealth. To receive points, bidders must state in their response that all pricing includes chemical treatment services. 

14. Points will be given to bidders who offer the most products/variety in each product category. Bidders should note all products offered on the appropriate Price Sheet (Attachments B1 - B5) or on a separate sheet attached to the appropriate price sheet if more room is needed. 

13. Environmental Bid Submission Compliance: 
In an effort to promote greater use of recycled and environmentally preferable products and minimize waste, all bids submitted should comply with the following guidelines: 

· All copies should be printed double sided. 

· All submittals and copies should be printed on recycled paper with a minimum post-consumer content of 20% or on tree-free paper (such as kenaf). All bids should note whether recycled paper or tree-free paper is being used, as well as the specific level of recycled content contained in the paper. 

· Unless absolutely necessary, all bids and copies should minimize or eliminate use of non-recyclable or non re-usable materials. 

· Bidders are encouraged to use other products which contain recycled content in their bid documents. Bidders should note any such materials used. 

· Unnecessary samples, attachments or documents not specifically asked for should not be submitted. 

