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General:
Visit the Region 10 Western EMAP website at:


http://www.epa.gov/r10earth/emap.htm
Coastal:
· For the entire Western EMAP Coastal project, the nearshore sampling will be postponed until 2003, to allow more time to arrange for suitable vessels and to coordinate with California's nearshore sampling that year.  The 2002 sampling effort will focus on coastal wetlands.

· Washington is on schedule for 1999 and 2000 sample analysis and has submitted the required reports to the State Department for the Canadian sample locations.  

· Oregon is on schedule for sample analysis except for metals analyses, which they have been having QA problems with.  Oregon plans to sample some additional small estuary systems in 2001.  This sampling would be done with their own funding, but will be designed to be compatible with EMAP analyses.

· Alaska has decided to sample the Southcentral Province, which includes Cook Inlet, Prince William Sound, and the Alaska Peninsula.  Their proposed design consists of 80 sites.  As in Puget Sound, many of the Alaska samples will be more than 500 feet deep, and several appear to be more than 1000 feet deep. 

· Thirty samples would be collected in Cook Inlet, which would allow it to be a separate reporting unit.  The proposal from ADEC  has been submitted and is currently being revised.  ADEC is in the process of hiring staff dedicated to planning and conducting the sampling.  Sampling is expected to begin in July and continue through August.  It has been proposed that due to complicated logistics, and a short planning period for the new staff, ADEC might sample only Cook Inlet in 2001, and sample the remaining locations in 2002.  

· Representatives from both WDOE and ODEQ will be giving presentations on the project at the EMAP Symposium in Pensacola in April.

Landscape:
· Programming of the processing algorithms for the generation of landscape metrics for the Region 10 sub-area in Northwest Oregon has been completed. The data sets for the analysis of sub-area have been assembled.  Landscape metrics for the sub-area are being generated in parallel by both ORD-Las Vegas and Region 10.

· Data deliveries of the finished data sets have begun to ORD-Las Vegas.

· The contractor, recently hired,  has begun development of a new metric to assess topographic position.

· Western EMAP landscape assessment strategic strategy has been published in the book 'Monitoring Ecological Condition in the Western United States' and in the journal 'Environmental Monitoring and Assessment'. 

Surface Waters (Rivers and Streams):
· All states in Region 10 will be participating in the Western EMAP sampling in 2001.

· EPA sponsored training primarily for Idaho DEQ and the Nez Perce Tribe will be held in the Boise, Idaho area in mid-June.  Washington and Oregon will conduct their own state specific trainings during June. EPA Region 10 will provide field assistance on some sites in 2001.

· Region 10 presented a poster titled AA Watershed Description using EMAP Stream and Landscape Data in the Upper Chehalis River Basin, Washington@ at the NW Biological Assessment Workgroup meeting in Riggins, Idaho.

· EPA Region 10 has completed a draft report titled AEcological Condition of Upper Chehalis Basin Streams@.  

· Oregon - Oregon DEQ recently published a report titled  >Upper Deschutes River Basin REMAP 1997‑1998 Vertebrate Summary (Bio2000‑08)@.  It reports on the results of vertebrate collection activities throughout the Upper Deschutes River basin in 1997‑1998. Analyses reveal four distinct fish assemblages based on species composition and environmental factors.

· Region 10 surface waters and landscape group and ORD Las Vegas are working on additional  analyses of the landscape and habitat data in the Upper Chehalis Basin.
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